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The presented paper focuses on discourse pariickpe colloquial variety of Malay
as spoken in the city of Kuala Lumpur. The presgulata are acquired through fieldwork in
Kuala Lumpur. Recordings of natural conversatiomsehbeen made and subsequently
transcribed and analysed with the help of nativeakprs.

The Malay variety spoken in Kuala Lumpur belongghe Selangor dialect group.
Unlike several other Malay dialects, this variefygenerally understood throughout Malaysia
and among the Malay speaking communities in Singgrunei, and Sumatra, Indonesia. A
written, but not standardised, form can be foundcomics, youth literature, popular
magazines, and on the internet. Several televipimgrammes, among which cartoons,
exhibit this spoken Malay variety. As opposed tndiard Malay, colloquial Malay involves
code-switching and code-mixing with English, leesqient and somewhat different use of
affixation, the occurrence of phonologically trutezh forms, and the extensive use of
discourse particles.

There is no scholarly consensus on the exact itdefinof ‘discourse particles’ or
‘discourse markers’, but, in this study, | havenidfgeed them as small, syntactically and
phonologically integrated lexical units that cobtiie to the expressive power of the language.
Rather than affecting the truth-value of an utteeardiscourse particles comment on what is
being said, often also hinting at the relation kestw the speakers, such as English “you
know” and “isn’t it”.

In standard Malay, as well as in standard Ind@meshe number of discourse particles
is rather limited, bringing us not much further beg ya and kan. In colloquial Malay,
however, | found nineteen items functioning as alisse markers. Some of these can be
classified exclusively as discourse markers, wigersast examples additionally fit into one
or more other lexical categories, such as intagastor demonstratives.

Some reflexes of suffixes in the standard languageh as kah, —kah and +ah, are
used as discourse particles in spoken Malay. Gthamples, such dak, nah andah, which
we know (among others) as interjections in standiéaithy, additionally function as discourse
particles in the colloquial variety. Finally, spok&alay exhibits various discourse particles
that underwent considerable phonological as weleamantic change from the words from
which they were presumably derived, yielding a ettdistinctive and frequently used
discourse particles such jasn, meh andkot.

Many of the lexical units found in colloquial Mglawhich | have argued to be
discourse particles, occur in other syntacticdirsgd as interjections, demonstratives or other
function words. This, together with the variousetying definitions found in the literature,
makes it a hard task to decide whether a (collddu&ay) word is a discourse particle or not.
The colloquial variety of Malay exhibits various mds that are tricky to categorise within the
available framework of lexical classification temaiogy.



